
anthroPological forM as an 
iMPlication of huMan PhenoMenon

This article attempts to answer the question What is a man? on the basis 
of the philosophical-anthropological discourse. Since science prefers 
the objectified style of thinking, it sees a man as a biosocial creature. 

Contemporary analytical philosophy, claiming to be scientific, tries to 
explain human consciousness in terms of neurons. According to the author, 
strong scientific character cannot be considered as a claim to philosophical 
anthropology so long as the essence of man cannot be objectified. Is should 
be mentioned that something not exposed to objectification implies an 
assumption of human freedom. Accordingly, this assumption and a statement 
that the essence of human phenomenon lies within human consciousness 
are the initial conditions of anthropological discourse. Thus, author sets up a 
hypothesis: man is a creature that requires a form.

The author consecutively develops two main research hypotheses: 1) Man 
is a subjectivity in need of a form; 2) Anthropological form is the Absolute. 
For this purpose she divides concepts of consciousness and subjectivity, 
associating the first as an order and the second as a chaos. She also implements 
the idea of anthropological form, emphasizing its establishing function.

What is a form? If an initial anthropological element is a chaos of 
irreflective reactions, marks of subjectivity, finite infinity - because a man is 
immanent and at the same time transcendent towards the world, - a form 
is infinity assembled as something finite. A form gives an opportunity to 
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present infinity of conditions in a form of a single whole. It does not keep 
finiteness and ignorance for man, contrary to the opinion of Mamardashvili, 
but solves the problem of ignorance through infinite, absolute knowledge. A 
form is something that is capable of making a finite man to master infinity. 
It transforms anthropological element significantly. The result of this 
transformation is consciousness, which connects and structures primary 
and final states in terms of their potential, not actuality. It delivers the whole. 
Consciousness as a whole, world as a whole. And since a man has its limits, 
form can exist under a condition of multiplicity.

What makes this cohesion possible? The axial center, the primary 
prohibition, which creates hierarchy. It draws non-reflex reactions into a 
vortex of subjectivity, forming the profundity of consciousness. This primary 
center is fundamentally solitary, for only the absolute centre can give birth 
to a structure. At this point it is completely different from the structure as a 
whole. Like the «one» in Pythagorean theory, which stands out while being 
the condition of all other numbers. Absolute centre as a condition of structure 
is negative, has a sense of exclusion, introducing primary differentiation to the 
monotonicity of infinity. Foucault would say that it is the line of insuperable. 
This line of insuperable is something that causes man.

A form must not abolish chaos, but imbibe it like a drain box, saving 
its possibility and necessity, because without the chaos of freedom there is 
no human phenomenon. Here it is more appropriate to interpret it not in 
terms of «uncertainty» and «ignorance cells» (Mamardashvily), but by means 
of elasticity and maximum intimacy. The Christian tradition explains the 
connection between man and God using biblical images of manna from heaven 
and the robes of the Jews, who wandered in the desert for 40 years. Manna 
from heaven was singular, but could satisfy all the Jews and meet the unique 
needs of every single man. The Jews wandered in the desert for 40 years, yet 
their robes always fitted them. It is the same when it comes to connection with 
God. God is one, yet he is able to fulfill the intimate and unique movements of 
the human heart. This image delivers the understanding of maximum agility 
and universality of anthropological form, which does not imply the existence 
of idle anthropological space.

The universality of form means its application to everyone, as it is 
the outcome of multiplicity. The uniqueness of form means it provides 
anthropological multitude with general guidelines, thus creating the 
opportunity for understanding and co-existing.

Anthropological form doesn’t adjust the content, it creates one. It does 
not deal with quiddity, but it gives one. Like the skill in dancing gives us a 
marvel of dancing. The burst of rhythm and sound is not enough to give birth 
to a dance. A dance is something that requires the knowledge of patterns 
and rules to control the body. Only with the rules a burst trans-formes in 
an image. Just like that, subjectivity without a form is paralyzed, it is the 
languish of incomplete conditions. There is a fundamental difference between 
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subjectivity and consciousness, much like the one between emotional 
impulse and artistic image, between heart trembling and poetry, between 
indignation and reflection, between a modern girl and a girl from Turgenev’s 
novel, between capricious desire and love, between nothing and something, 
because subjectivity is initially an interminable chain of conditions closed on 
themselves. A form opens up these conditions uniting them into a cohesive 
whole. It continues every move of the heart, reveals maximum of its power, 
provides it with a meaning. Actualization of a form taken in its entirety creates 
subjectivity as consciousness. Subjectivity thirsts for a form like an observer 
of a dance thirsts for dancing himself. Without a form subjectivity is doomed 
to particularity.

If a man is a creature, which needs a form, a question arises: what can this 
form be? What meets the requirements of universality, plasticity, uniqueness, 
centering and human freedom? The Absolut does, as only the Absolute is 
capable of imbibing the non-quantitative infinity of subjectivity and disclose 
the transcendent horizon. In this vein we can say that God is consciousness.

Philosophical anthropological formula «God is consciousness» does not 
mean the identity of God and consciousness. It means that consciousness for 
the first time and at its maximum presented itself as God. God as a total form 
knows more than a man actually knows. Sees more than man sees. The form as 
a potentiality of man, as a man, considered through the perspective of infinity 
and its own possibility. It is a horizon, which enables man to create something 
potentially given to him. From the anthropological perspective, God is like 
straightened human heart taken in the absolute. God is potentiality, which 
remains tight in a man but can be released. It is the result of self-establishment 
of consciousness.

In this article the author also dwells upon an analysis of Foucault’s and 
Deleuze’s conception of a man as a temporary form. He also mentions the 
subject of a child’s subjectivity and of attitude to the form in Russian culture.

Keywords: man, consciousness, subjectivity, freedom, chaos, 
anthropological form, religion, sacral, cult, philosophical anthropology

references
1. Afanasyev, N., Protopresbyter. Vstuplenie v Tserkov’ [Entry into the 

Church]. Moscow, Center for the Study of Religions “Palomnik” Publ., 1993. 
203 pp. (In Russian)

2. Antologiya srednevekovoi mysli. Teologiya i filosofiya evropeiskogo Srednevekov’ya 
[Anthology of Medieval Thought. Theology and Philosophy of the European Middle 
Ages], vol. 1. St.Petersburg, Russian Christian Humanities Academy Publ., Amfora 
Publ., 2008. 544 pp. (In Russian)

3. Berdyaev, N. “Metafizicheskaya problema svobody” [Metaphysical Problem of 
Freedom], Put’, 1928, no 9, pp. 41–53. (In Russian)



61Natalia Rostova. Anthropological form as an implication of human phenomenon

4. Deleuze, G. “O smerti cheloveka i o sverkhcheloveke” [About the Death of 
Man and about the Superman], in: G. Deleuze, Fuko [Foucault]. Moscow, Gumani-
tarnaya literatura Publ., 1998, pp. 160–172. (In Russian)

5. Descartes. “Rassuzhdenie o metode” [Discourse on the Method], in: Descartes, 
Sochineniya [Collected Works], vol. 1. Moscow, Mysl’ Publ., 1989, pp. 250–296. (In 
Russian)

6. Foucault, M. “Bezumie, otsutstvie tvoreniya” [Madness, the Absence of 
Creation], in: C.G.  Jung, M.  Foucault, Matritsa bezumiya [Matrix of Madness]. 
Moscow, Algoritm Publ., Eksmo Publ., 2007, pp. 137–148. (In Russian)

7. Foucault, M. Slova i veshchi [Les mots et les choses]. Moscow, Progress Publ., 
1977. 487 pp. (In Russian)

8. Frank, S. Real’nost’ i chelovek: Metafizika chelovecheskogo bytiya [Reality and 
Man: the Metaphysics of Human Existence]. Moscow, AST: AST Moskva: Khranitel’ 
Publ., 2007. 384 pp. (In Russian)

9. Hegel, G. W. F. Entsiklopediya filosofskikh nauk [Encyclopedia of Philosophy], 
vol. 3. Moscow, Mysl’ Publ., 1977. 471 pp. (In Russian)

10. Kant, I. “Kritika prakticheskogo razuma” [Critique of Practical Reason], in: 
I. Kant. Osnovy metafiziki nravstvennosti [Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals]. 
Moscow, Mysl’ Publ., 1999, pp. 247–461. (In Russian)

11. Kant, I. Antropologiya s pragmaticheskoi tochki zreniya [Anthropology from 
a Pragmatic Point of View]. St.Petersburg, Nauka Publ., 1999. 471 pp. (In Russian)

12. Kant, I. Chto takoe prosveshchenie [An Answer to the Question: What Is 
Enlightenment?]. [http://www.bim-bad.ru/biblioteka/article_full.php?aid=754, ac-
cessed on 12.09.2015]. (In Russian)

13. Leontyev, K. Vizantizm i slavyanstvo [Byzantism and Slavdom]. [http://
www.gumer.info/bibliotek_Buks/History/Leon/07.php, accessed on 12.09.2015]. 
(In Russian)

14. Mamardashvili, M. “Esli osmelit’sya byt’” [If you Dare to Be], in: M. Mamar-
dashvili, Kak ya ponimayu filosofiyu [How I Understand the Philosophy]. Moscow, 
Progress Publ., Kul’tura Publ., 1992, pp. 172–201. (In Russian)

15. Mamardashvili, M. “Kak ya ponimayu filosofiyu” [How I Understand the Phi-
losophy], in: M. Mamardashvili, Kak ya ponimayu filosofiyu [How I Understand the 
Philosophy]. Moscow, Progress Publ., Kul’tura Publ., 1992, pp. 14–27. (In Russian)

16. Mamardashvili, M. “Obyazatel’nost’ formy” [Inevitability of the Form], in: 
M. Mamardashvili, Kak ya ponimayu filosofiyu [How I Understand the Philosophy]. 
Moscow, Progress Publ., Kul’tura Publ., 1992, pp. 86–91. (In Russian)

17. Mamardashvili, M. “Soznanie i tsivilizatsiya” [Consciousness and Civiliza-
tion], in: M. Mamardashvili, Kak ya ponimayu filosofiyu [How I Understand the Phi-
losophy]. Moscow, Progress Publ., Kul’tura Publ., 1992, pp. 107–122. (In Russian)

18. Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh. Trudy [Works]. Moscow, Praktika Publ., 
2002. 1080 pp. (In Russian)

19. Meyendorf, I., Protopresbyter. Vizantiiskoe bogoslovie [Byzantine Theology]. 
Minsk, Luchi Sofii Publ., 2001. 336 pp. (In Russian)

20. Nietzsche, F. K genealogii morali [On the Genealogy of Morality]. [http://lib.
ru/NICSHE/morale.txt, accessed on 25.09.2015]. (In Russian)

21. Pascal, B. Mysli [Pensées]. Moscow, AST Publ., Kharkov, Folio Publ., 2001. 
590 pp. (In Russian)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/What_Is_Enlightenment%3F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/What_Is_Enlightenment%3F


62 horiZons of PhilosoPhical anthroPology

22. Priest Konstantin Parkhomenko. O platkakh i shlyapakh [About Scarves and 
Hats]. [http://azbuka/forum/blog.php?b=1289, accessed on 18.09.2015]. (In Russian)

23. Rozanov, V. “Opavshie list’ya” [Fallen Leaves], in: V.  Rozanov, Religiya i 
kul’tura [Religion and Culture]. Moscow, AST Publ., Kharkov, Folio Publ., 2001, 
pp. 200–640. (In Russian)

24. Rozanov, V. Esteticheskoe ponimanie istorii [The Aesthetic Understanding 
of History]. [http://dugward.ru/library/rozanov/rozanov_esteticheskoe_ponimanie.
html, accessed on 21.06.2015]. (In Russian)

25. St. Augustine Aurelius. Ispoved’ [Confessions]. Moscow, Dar Publ., 2005. 
544 pp. (In Russian)

26. St. Isaac the Syrian. Slova podvizhnicheskie [Ascetic Words]. Moscow, Sreten-
sky Monastery Publ., 2012. 848 pp. (In Russian)


