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B crarbe anammsupyercs crarbs A.A. CamxkxeHakoBa «Meradusnuka ApucTorens Kak oc-
HOBaA €ro 3TUKN. HOKaBBIBaeTCﬂ, 4qTo ((BCCQHHI/IB.JIBHBIP’I>> IIoaAxXo1 B paCCMOTPCHUU CBA3U
MeTa(bI/ISI/IKI/I 1 3TUKH ApI/ICTOTeJ'ISI HE peAyHUupyeT CHAaCThE K YHCTO I/IHTGJ’IJ’IGKTyaJ'IBHOI‘/'I
JACATCIbHOCTH, KaK 3TO YTBEPXKAACT CaH)XeHaKOB. Hao6op0T, TOHATUC «CYHIHOCTb» OTHO-
CHUTEIIbHO YeJIOBEKA BKJIIOYACT B cels pAx XapaKTEPUCTUK (paLII/IOHaJILHOCTL, pe€Yb, Conun-
aHBHOCTB). YTBep)KZ[eHI/Ie CaH)KeHaKOBa, UTO HNOHATHUEC «KIHEPI'Us) ABJIACTCA KIIFOUCBBLIM JJ14
3TUKU APHUCTOTEIS, NOAAECPKHUBAETCS, HO € MOIIPABKOM — POJIb 3TOTO MOHATHS IIUPE, YEM OH
nojaracrt. ((3H€p1"I/I$I» BbIpA’KacT HE TOJBKO IlO6p0I[eT€J'ILHBII71 IMOCTYIIOK KakK CaMOIIeHHI;IfI,
HO M BCIO CJIOKHOCTB NPHUPOJbI YEJIOBEKA, CYHICCTBYIONIETO HE TOJBKO MHANBUAYAJIbHO, HO
U Ha YPOBHE POJA.

Ha sToM ocHOBanuu npeajaractcs pacCMarpuBarh CBA3b MeTa(i)I/BI/IKI/I U 3TUKHU KOMILJICKCHO,
IIOCPECTBOM Pa3BEPHYTOI'O OIMUCAHUS IIPUPOBI YEIIOBEKA.

Kniouegwie cnoga: Apuctorens, 3THKa, MeTa(u3nka, SHEPTHs, KOMMYHHKAIHS, CyIITHOCTb

B paspabotke cBoero moaxoma K uccienoBaHuio STHKU Apucrorens A.A. Can-
JKeHakoB (manee cokpauieHHO A.C.) OTTalKUBaeTcs OT YTOUHEHHUS CIOKMBIIEHCS
B QpUCTOTENIEBEJICHUN JMXOTOMUHU OIICHKU IIETOCTHOCTH (HMIIOCO(CKON CHCTEMBI
ApuctoTens. Yka3plBas Ha CTaHAApPTHOE pa3feiCHUE MHEHUH HCClenoBaTeliei
(YTBepKIICHUE CBSI3M MEKITy METaH3UKON U STHKOW M €€ OTPHUILIaHKE)', OH BbIICIS-
€T B IIEPBOM «JIarepe» (Ha3blBasi €ro YHUTAPUCTCKUM) TPU Noaxo/a (MeTadu3uKa B
OCHOBE 3THKH, 3THKa B OCHOBE MeTapH3UKH, MeTapU3HKa U THKA «B3aUMOOOYCIIOB-
JIeHbI»). B 1enoM mo3unuoHupys cedsi Kak CTOPOHHHKA TIEPBOTO U3 MOAXOAOB, OH,
OJTHAKO, MHTEPIPETHPYET €ro KaK «ICCEHINAIbHBINY, Te KIIUeBbIM MeTadu3mde-
CKUM IOHATHEM JUIS STHKH I0JaraeTcsl MOHITHE «CYLIHOCTH». B TakoMm ero Buze

' Tlo cyTu, peus aBHO BEZETCA O TOM, €CTh JH (HIOCO(CKas cHcTeMa y APHCTOTENS HMIIM TaKas

LIEJIOCTHOCTB, ckopee, crenuduka ¢punocopun HoBoro BpemeHu (B MepByr0 o4epenpb Kiacchue-
CKOM HEMELKOH) U He OblIa XapaKTepHa JJIsi aHTHYHOCTH B LICJIOM M JUIsl APUCTOTEIISI B 4aCTHOCTH.
KoHE4YHO, HUKTO HE yTBEPXKIACT, 4TO Y APUCTOTENsI He OBbUIO LEIOCTHOIO MUPOBO33PEHHUS, KaK Y
7E000# TNYHOCTH, TOITOMY MOYKHO CIIOKHTh MO3aHKY €ro MPOM3BEACHHUH B Ooee-MeHee Le0CT-
HYIO KapTHHY, HO HEJIb3sI BHICTPOUTh HMEHHO (HHIOCO(CKYIO CHCTEMY B3aUMOCBSI3aHHBIX TOHSTHI
(cMm.: Eriksen T. Berg. Bios Theoretikos: Notes on Aristotle’s Ethica Nicomachea X, 6-—8. Oslo,
1976; Burnet J. Introduction // The Ethics of Aristotle. London, 1900. P. XI-LII).
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A.C. HaxoIuT psi HEAOCTATKOB, YTO U MO3BOJISIET €My NPEJICTaBUTh CBOM BapuUaHT
MIEPBOTO TOAX0/a — «IHEPTUHUHBII». DTOT BapHaHT OH TAK)KE MPOTHBOIOCTABISAET
JIByM PYTHM TOAXO0JaM B YHUTApPU3ME.

Ha moit B3, HAaMOONBIINN MHTEPEC B JOKIJIAJC TIPEACTABIACT UMEHHO MPO-
THUBOIIOCTABJICHNE «3CCEHIIHAIBHOTO» U «IHEPTHITHOT0» BapHAHTOB MEPBOTO IOJ-
xona. Bo MHOTOM mOTOMY, YTO OCTaNbHBIE JBa MTOAX0Ja HA CETOAHAIIHUN JeHb HE
MIPEJICTABIIAIOT COOOW AOCTATOYHO pa3paOOTaHHBIX M BHATHBIX KOHIIETIIUN H, CKO-
pee, SIBISIFOTCS. OTAEIbHBIMU UIEIMHU, 3aMedeHHBIMU A.C. B UCCIIEI0BATEIbCKOM -
Teparype (B OTIUYHE OT YK€ YCTOSBIIEHCS JMXOTOMHUH OTHOCUTEIHHO IIETOCTHOCTH
camoii ¢punocodpuu Crarupura).

DcceHlanbHbI BapuaHT, 1o MHEHUIO A.C., He pacKpbIBaeT BCEH CIOKHOCTHU
ATHUYECKOH MPOOIeMaTHKY, KaKOW OHA MPE/ICTaBICHa Y APUCTOTENS, TaK KaK, OIH-
pasich Ha MOHATHUE «CYIIHOCTBHY», CTABUT B LICHTP BHUMAHHS PALMOHATIBHOCTH KaK
CYIIECTBEHHYIO XapaKTE€PUCTHKY, COOTBETCTBEHHO, HEM30E€KHO pEIylUpPYyeT BCIO
crenupUUEcKyro AesATeNbHOCTh YeJoBeKa K co3epuanuto. [lake korma scceHnma-
JUCTaMH MPEANPUHAMAOTCS TTOTBITKY MPEAICTAaBUTh YenoBeka Ooee mmpoko (A.C.
npuBogutT B pumep Jl. AxTeHOepr), OHU Bce paBHO HE MOTYT W30exarh Takoi pe-
nyknun. OpHeHTHp Ha TIOHSATHE «IHEeprus», Kak nonaraet A.C., TODKeH JaTh HaM,
C OTHOHM CTOPOHBI, OoIee MacIITabHYIO, ¢ APYTroi — O0ojIee TOYHYIO KapTHHY ITHKH
ApucToTens, Tak KaK B IIEHTPe BHUMAHHS OKAKETCS JOOpONeTeNlb KaK CaMOIIeH-
HOe JefcTBUe (COOCTBEHHO SHepeusi). DTO TO3BONUT YBHIETh B 3THKe Crarmpura
«HOPMAaTHBHO-3THYECKOE U3MEPEHHUE, BeAh B OCHOBE JOOPOJETENHFHOTO MTOCTYTIKA,
TakuM 00pa3oM, OKaKeTCs HEKUH TIPUHITHIL, CAMOOBJICIOIIee HavYalo.

K coxanenurto, B pamkax gokiaaa A.C. He yKazaH caM MEXaHHU3M BBISIBICHUS
TaKOro Hayajga B MOCTYIKE MOCPEIACTBOM IMOHSITUS «IHEPTHUS», U MPOAHATUIUPO-
BaTh SHEPTrUNHBIM BapHaHT YHUTapHUCTCKOTO MOAXOJa IMOKa HE MPEICTaBIsIeTCS
BO3MOXHBIM. Takoil aHanmu3 OblT OBl OCOOCHHO BaKEH IS MCHS HE TOJBKO II0-
TOMY, YTO OH PacKpbll ObI OCHOBHYIO HJICIO0 CTaThH, HO M IOTOMY, YTO B CBOEM
JUCCEPTAIlMOHHOM HCCIIEIOBaHUU Ha TeMy «KoMMyHWKaTHBHAs MHTEpIIpEeTaIus
STUKH APHUCTOTENSH I ONMUPAIOCH IMEHHO Ha YHUMAPUCMCKYIo TIO3UILNIO B €€, TaK
CKa3aTh, «3CCEHLUHAIBHOM» BapUaHTE, HO IIPU 3TOM KIIFOUEBBIM ISl peaju3aluu
MOETO HCCIIeIOBaHUs (KaK pa3 B BOIPOCE CBSI3W METAPU3UKH U DTHUKH) SBISICTCS
MOHATHE «IHEPrus». MHE UHTEPECHO BBIACHUTH, B YEM HAIIU MOAXOIbI TOX0XKH, &
B YEM pa3IHYAOTCA, IOITOMY MOKA S BBICKAXKY TOJIBKO HECKOJBKO 3aMEYaHui 1o
MOBOAY KPUTHUKH «3CCEHIIMATIBHOI0» BapUaHTa U UCIOJIb30BaHUS MOHATHS «IHEP-
TUs», KOTOPBIE, KAK MHE KaXKETCS, B JalIbHEHIIIEeM MOTIIH Obl TIOMOYb MPOSICHUTH
BEPOSITHBIE CXOJCTBA U PA3IHUUSL.

B nepByto ouepenp, Ha MO# B3I, «3CCEHLUMATBHBIN BAPUAHT MPEJICTABIICH
A.C. HECKOJIbKO HETOYHO KaK PeIyKIIMOHUCTCKHUM, BEAb TAaKOM KECTKOH peryk-
uuu "He npoBoautcs. Tot ke T. pBUH B 00CYXICHHH CHACTHS MPSIMO yKa3bIBaeT
Ha CJOXHOCTh HYEJIOBEUECKON NpPHPOJbI, HA HEOOXOAMMOCTh peaju3alrd €€ BO
Bcel mojHOoTe, 0e3 Yero COCTOSHHME CYACThS B paMKax (Qmiocoduu ApPUCTOTENS
HeBO3MOXHO?. Ellle 0/1MH 3HAMEHUTHIN HCCIIEA0BaTEeNb, KOTOPOTO MOYKHO OTHEC-
TH K YHHUTapHCTCKOMY Jarepio, — 3To A. MakuHraiip. B cBoeii padore «Ilocme
no0pojieTenn» OH JaKe CIENHaIbHO MPUYMBIBAET TEPMUH NIl BRIPAXKECHUS TOM
KOHIIENTyaJbHOM OCHOBBI, HA KOTOPOW APHUCTOTENIb CTPOUT CBOIO ITUKY, — KMETa-

2 Irwin T. The Development of Ethics: A Historical and Critical Study. Vol. I. Oxford, 2007. P. 135-136.



P.C. [Inamonos. Cészo memapusuxu u smuxu 8 purocopuu Apucmomerns... 97

¢dusnueckas ouonorus» (metaphysical biology)®. Ipyroe neno, kak TOT WM HHOM
«YHUTapUCT» paccMaTpUBaET CBSI3b METa(QHU3UKH M 3TUKU. IpBUH MPOCTO OMHCHI-
BaeT CIOMKHOCTH Pealln3allii YeJIOBEKOM CaMoro ceOsi, He BBIACTS HUKAKUX MeXa-
HH3MOB Takoi peanuzanuu. A. MakuHTalp IpeacTaBiIieT TaKOW MEXaHU3M, C OfI-
HOU CTOPOHBI, IOTHYECKH — YEPE3 CBOM BAPUAHT ONPOBEPKEHUS TaK HA3BIBAEMOU
«rUnbOTHHBI KOMa) ¢ MOMOIIBI0 OCHOBOIIONIATAIONIETO YTBEPKACHHS «UEIOBEK —
9TO XOPOUIMA YeJIOBEK», C IPYTOH CTOPOHBI, MPAKTUYECKH — uepe3 GopMupoBaHue
COIMANIBHBIX POJICH (XOTs MPAKTUYECCKOW CTOPOHE OH Y/ENsIeT Majo BHUMAaHuUs)*.
Pasnornmacus e J. Xannepa ¢ MpBuHOM, Ha KoTOpBIe oOpamiaetr BHuManue A.C.,
TaK)Ke HE COBCEM TOYHO MPEJICTABICHBI UM KaK dCCEHIMANN3M (Xajrmep) MpoTHB
eme 6oree xxecTkoro 3ccennuanuima (MpsuH). B mocinennem maxe kak ObI U HE
JIeJIaeTCs pa3feeHsI MEXy ABYMs JUAHOATHUECKUMHU 100poAeTes MU (MyIpo-
CTBIO U PaCcCyJUTEIbHOCTbHIO), HACTOIBKO a0CONIOTU3HPYETCS POIb Pa3yMHOH 4a-
cti aymu. C TakoH TPaKTOBKOM TPYIOHO COINIACUTHCS: BCE-TaKU 3TH Pa3HOITIACHUS
HE 3aXOAST CTOJIb IIyOOKO, YTOOBI MPECTABIATh pa3iuMyue B IOHUMAHUM IpU-
POZBI YeNloBeKa, M KacaloTCsl MMEHHO CIopa 00 MHKIIO3UBHBIX Onarax®. OmHako
0J00HBIE ACTATHN YK€ MOYXKHO OITYCTHTb.

BeposiTHO, IMEHHO OpHUEHTHpP Ha MOHATHE «CYLIHOCTB» U co3nan y A.C. Bre-
yaTieHne peaykuuu. Ho Kk 3TOMy MOHATHIO HAaO OTHECTUCH Oojiee BHUMATEIb-
HO. AOCOIIIOTHOE, a BMECTE C TEM M HEBBIPA3MMOE €AMHCTBO NPEACTABISET JIMIIb
«TepBasi CyIIHOCTB» (oIpeaesnsieMas TOJIbKO YKa3yIOIUM jKeCTOM — TOd€ Tt), & BOT
«BTOpas CYIIHOCTBY (Ta caMast «4TOHHOCTBY — TO Ti [V £IVOIL) — 3TO yxke Habop Cy-
LIECTBEHHBIX MPU3HAKOB / CYIIHOCTHBIX XapaKTEPUCTHK. A TaKMX XapaKTEePUCTHK
IUIS1 YeJIOBEKA B TEKCTaX APUCTOTENS MOKHO HAalTH TpH: 1) pa3yMHOCTB/paliioHalb-
HOCTB: YEJIOBEK — 3TO CYLIECTBO, «00Iagarolee CyKIeHHEM», TO €CTh OCYIIEeCTB-
JISIOLIEee «AEATEIbHOCTh AYIIM U MOCTYNKH NMpH ydacTuu cyxaeHus» (EN 1098 a
1-5)% 2) peus (Aoyog; Pol 1253 a 10-20), To ecTh cHOCOOHOCTH K BepOaIbHOMY,
MOHSTUAHOMY OOINEHUIO (OUIAIQ), UTO PEIPE3CHTUPYET PAllHOHAIBHOCTh W BBIBO-
T Ha OoJiee BRICOKUH YPOBEHb KOMMYHHUKAIIMU; 3) COUATBHOCTD: «9EJIOBEK ECTh
CYIIECTBO OOLIECTBEHHOE B OOJIBIICH CTETIEHH, HEXKEIIH ITYEITbI U BCSIKOTO POJa CTal-
HbIe )kuBOTHBIE» (Pol 1253 a 5-10), To ecTh HaxomsAmieecs Ha OoJee BEICOKOM YPOB-
He KOMMYHHKaIuu. Kak BHIUM, Bce TPU POMIOBBIE XapaKTEPUCTUKU TECHO CBSI3aHBI
JPYT ¢ APYTOM, HO BCE-TaKH OJIHA K JAPYTOi HECBOIUMBI.

[TosTOMyY BTOpOE, Ha YTO XOTEJNOCHh OBl OOPAaTUTh BHHUMAaHHUE, — ATO OOINbIIAs
(YHKIIMOHAILHOCTh TIOHSTHS «IIPHPOJA», a HE «CYHNTHOCTH» TPU HUCCICTOBAHUH
9TUKH APHUCTOTENS U €€ CBsI3U ¢ MeTapu3ukoi. IMeHHO MoHOLeHHAas peann3ays
IIPUPOZBl YEJIOBEKa €CTh 3aJada ATUKH, N0 APUCTOTENI0, U IOHATHE «IIPUPOAA»
BBIP@)XKACT MOJHOTY PeajH3alliy BO3MOKHOIO — «COCTOSIHUE, KOTOPOE IOIydaeTcs
TIpH 3aBepIieHuH. .. pa3BuTus» (Pol 1252 b 30). MeTtadu3udeckoe e OCHOBaHHE
9THKH BaKHO POBHO HACTOJIBKO, HACKOJIBKO Ha HEM BBICTPAaNUBAETCsl IOHUMAHUE 3TOM
MIPUPOZIBL U CBSI3U KaK Ka’KAOTO OTAENBHOTO YeJIOBEKa, TaK U Pofia C MPOYHM CYILUM.

3 Macintyre A. After Virtue: A Study in Moral Theory. Notre Dame, 2007. P. 58.

4 Ibid.

3 Tem Gonee, KaK yKe ObITO CKa3aHO, MO3HIHA PBHHA COBCEM HE TAKOBA, KAK OHA MPEICTABICHA B
nokiaane A.C.

31ech 1 ajiee HUTHPOBAHUE TEKCTOB APUCTOTENSI Ha PYCCKOM SI3bIKE IPUBOIUTCS B COOTBETCTBHU
¢ marvHauuei no usnanuio: Apucmomens. Cou.: B4 1. T. 4. M., 1984.
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COOTBETCTBEHHO, €CITU ¥ HAa3bIBATh TAKON YHUTAPUCTCKHIA MTOIXO/ «ICCEHITHU-
aJbHBIM», TO OH OYJIET HE PEAYKIIMOHHCTCKUM, a, €CJIM TaK MOXXHO BBIPA3HUTHCH,
KOMILUIEKCHBIM. B 3TOM citydae, Korja 4TOMHOCTh PacKphIBAeTCS B IIEJIOM Habope
XapaKTePUCTUK, CPa3y CTAHOBUTCS OYCBHJIHBIM, YTO CBS3b METa(U3UKU U ITUKHU
MIPOXOUT Yepe3 aHTPOMOJOTUI0 — MeTahU3UIECKOS OCHOBAHUE MPUPOABI YEN0-
BEeKa ONpEesIeT KOHKPETHUKY pealu3aliud 3TOH MPUPOABI (ITUKY, MOJUTHUKY).
3HAYUT, YTOOBI COXPAHUTH KOHIENTYaJbHYIO IEIOCTHOCTh (uiocopuu Craru-
pUTa, UIMEHHO B aHTPONOJOTUU HYKHO MCKATh TPAHC(HOPMAIHMIO KIFOYCBBIX MeE-
TapU3NIECKUX MOHATUH (HEBAXKHO, 3TO TOHSITHE «CYIIHOCTBY HIIA «IHEPTHS).
Ho, xaxeTtcs, anTpomnonorust He urpaet ponu B moaxone A.C. (BO BCIKOM ciyuae,
OHa HUKAaK He ObLIa 3asBJICHA IPY YIIOMUHAHUH «3HEPTHIHOTO» BapuaHTta). Eciau
JKE TPAHCTPECCHUS ITUX MOHATUHN U3 MeTadU3UKHU B 3THKY HE OyJeT NOKa3aHa, MbI
TaK U OCTaeMCsl C JByMsI HECBSI3aHHBIMH MPOOJIEMHBIMU OONACTAMH B (DUIOCO-
(¢un ApucroTelns, U nmpaBel OyAyT T€, KTO YTBEPKIAET, YTO HET CUCTEMBI, a €CTh
CXOJICTBA, Mapajuielid U Mpodee, 00yCIOBICHHBIE IIEIOCTHOCTHIO MUPOBO33PCHHUS
ApUCTOTENS KaK TUYHOCTH.

Ho ecnu MBI rOBOpHM 0 KOMITJICKCHOM 3CCEHITMAIEHOM YHUTAPUCTCKOM TOJXO-
JIe, TO «3HEPTUHHBIN) BapUAHT — 3TO YK€ HE BapUAHT, a JIONIOJIHECHUE, CIICIYIONUI
mar B aHanu3e. PaBHO Kak U MOHSATHE «IHEPTUN», NCHUCTBUTEIBHO KIHOUEBOC IS
MMOHMMAaHUS 3TUKH APHUCTOTENS, JOIOIHAET, PACKPBIBACT MPHUPOY YEIOBEKa, KOH-
LENTYyaJIbHO JIOTONHSIET MOHATHE CYIIHOCTH. [locpecTBOM HEro BhIpa)kaeTcs Kak
OHTOJIOTUYECKHI CTaTyC YeioBeKa (IOCTOSTHHAS U3MEHYMBOCTh, OBITHUE B COCTOSTHUU
MIEPMaHEHTHOTO MEPEeX0Jia U3 MOTCHIIUAIBHOTO B aKTyaJIbHOE, HEBO3MOXKHOCTH JI0-
CTUTHYTh OKOHYATEIBHOTO TEJI0Ca/COBEPIICHCTBA), TaK U crienuduka ero 100pose-
TEJBHOM JEATENbHOCTH (HAIIPABICHHOCTh HAa aKTyaJIM3alliio0 ce0s BO BCEH MOIHOTE
CBOCH TPUPOABI KaK CYIIECTBA TEIECHOTO, MBICISINEIO U COIUAIBHOTO, a TaKKe
CYIIECTBYIOIIETO HE TOJIBKO WHAWBHYalbHO, HO M Ha yPOBHE poja). Takoe J0mor-
HEHUE BBIBEJICT HE TOJBKO HA MOHATHUS «HPAB» M «JO0OPONETEINb)», HO U Ha MOHSATHS
C KOMMYHUKaTHUBHBIM COEpIKAHUEM: «00IeHue» (OpUAio, Kowvmvia), «apyxoa» u
«IIPY’)KECTBEHHOCTHY» (PIAi0), YTO MO3BOJIUT MPEACTABUThH ITHKY, 10 APHCTOTEINIO,
MO-HACTOSIIEMY BCECTOPOHHE — M B aCIEKTe BHYTPEHHETO Pa3BHUTHUS YEIOBEKa,
BBIJICTISIL €T0 CaMOJIOCTaTOYHOCTh, M B aCIEKTE CIOKHON CHCTEMBI COIIMAILHBIX
CBsi3eH, aKIICHTUPYS BHUMaHHUE HA €r0 BCTPOCHHOCTH B POIOBOE PAa3BUTHE, HA €T0
3aBUCHMOCTH OT ITPOYETO CYIIETO, Ha MEXKIUYHOCTHOE OOIIICHHUE.

HMeHHO Tako# — KOMIUIEKCHBIN — ITOJIXO/T 51 KCTIONIE3YI0 B CBOEM JIUCCEPTAIlUOH-
HOM HUCCIICIOBAaHUY, KOHEYHO K€, TPUCTPACTHO CUUTAIO €0 00JIee EPCIICKTUBHBIM,
[MO3TOMY MHE OBl OY4€Hb XOTEJIOCh B JIaJbHEUIIIEM OoJiee JeTalbHO O3HAKOMUTHCS C
paspabotrkamu A.C., yBUACTh PE3yJIbTaThl UX MPUMEHECHHUS B aHAJIN3E TEKCTOB ApH-
CTOTEJISL K CPABHUTH C TEM, UTO NOJIY4aeTCsS Y MCHS. YBEPEH, UTO 3TO OyJIeT UHTEepeC-
HOE PaCIIUPEHUE OIBITA C TUIOIOTBOPHBIMH JTUCKYCCUSMU.
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The Connection Between Metaphysics and Ethics in the
Philosophy of Aristotle: the Concept of “Energy”

Roman S. Platonov

RAS Institute of Philosophy. 12/1 Goncharnaya Str., Moscow, 109240, Russian Federation; e-mail:
roman-vsegda@mail.ru

The article analyses the paper of A.A. Sanzhenakov “The metaphysics of Aristotle as the ba-
sis of his ethics*. Special attention is given to his criticism against the “essential” method of
research the connection between Aristotle’s metaphysics and ethics in the research literature.
It is shown that this method doesn’t lead to a reduction of human nature solely to intellectual
activity, as Sanzhenakov asserts. On the contrary, the concept of human “essence” as “quid-
ditas”, according to Aristotle, includes several essential characteristics (rationality, speech,
sociality). The article supports Sanzhenkov’s opinion the concept “energy” is key-concept to
the ethics of Aristotle, but it is shown that the role of this concept is more meaningful. It ex-
presses both the virtuous human act as self-valuable (exactly this is important for Sanzhena-
kov), and also the whole complexity of human as a being of body, thinking and social, and
existing not only individually but at the generic level. In that way, the concept “energy” leads
us not only to the concepts “disposition” and “virtue”, but also to concepts with communica-
tive content: “communication” (homilia, koinonia), “friendship” and “friendliness” (philia).
Accordingly, human nature is revealed more precisely. Therefore, the article proposes to con-
sider the connection between metaphysics and ethics in a complex (i. e. taking into account
the complex nature of human). In this case, the connecting link between metaphysics and
ethics is anthropology, and the main methodological principle of research is to show how the
metaphysical content of the concept “energy” becomes anthropological and ethical.

Keywords: Aristotle, ethics, metaphysics, energy, communication, essence
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