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WHCTUTYIIUOHAIPHON TEOPHUU

This is a very interesting abstract that describes a significant piece of
research work. Mel’nikov notes that the failure of transitions to democracy led
to a proliferation of terms to classify the political regimes that resulted. This
was the development of what Collier and Levitsky called the ‘democracy with
adjectives’ phenomenon, which soon segued into the classification and
analysis of hybrid non-democratic regimes. Although the terms developed
post-transitology sometimes had some descriptive value they have not been
very useful analytically. Mel'nikov argues — correctly — that this is because
they did not provide ways of thinking about political development. This failure
is one of the main reasons behind the renewed interest in the concept of neo-
patrimonialism. Neo-patrimonialism, which developed as a concept alongside
developmental studies, prospectively offers greater predictive power since it is
concerned with both the shell of democratic institutions that survive
transitional failure, and with the informal, personalistic political relations that
make up much of the ‘real’ word of politics post-transition, and which
determine access to office, resources and political survival.

Renewed interest in neo-patrimonialism has thrown up a lot of
difficult analytical questions, however. Mel'nikov’s thesis looks to confront
some of the main analytical problems that using the concept of neo-
patrimonialism presents. His approach to these questions is rooted in a very
clear understanding of the general theoretical literature on neo-
patrimonialism, and of the literature that has applied the concept to the study
of political systems in Africa, Latin America, Asia, and the post-communist
world. He also shows a very good understanding of the issues that are involved
in concept formation in comparative political studies. Mel'nikov argues that
some of the problems that using neo-patrimonialism presents can be dealt
with by using insights into the nature of institutions and institutional
development from historical and rational choice new institutionalism. This is
theoretically novel and interesting.

Mel’'nikov takes his lead from Erdmann and Engel’s general approach
to neo-patrimonialism and defines it not as a particular regime type, but as a
particular form of political domination. This is a very sensible approach to the
basic definition of neo-patrimonialism and avoids the analytical traps that the
post-transitology literature fell into because of its overreliance on building
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classifications from constitutional-legal frameworks. The approach that
Mel'nikov develops leads him to a fresh and interesting reconsideration of the
basic typology of neo-patrimonial systems. He distinguishes between
‘predatory’ and ‘regulatory’ forms of neo-patrimonialism. This typology, which
is obviously much more complicated than this brief synopsis can capture, gets
around many of the traditional objections to neo-patrimonialism, particularly
the idea that there is no such thing as neo-patrimonialism since all polities
have some form of patrimonial relations. This innovation looks very
interesting and I look forward to reading the full explication of this new
typology.

The main innovation in the thesis is the explicit use of new
institutionalist ideas as a methodological approach to the study of neo-
patrimonialism. Mel'nikov argues that using new institutionalist ideas can
help to enrich our understanding of neo-patrimonialism by better explaining
how neo-patrimonialism develops. He argues that historical institutionalist
ideas about path dependency can help explain how ‘patrimonial heritage’ can
become lodged in changing political structures so that reform efforts are
derailed and hybrid forms of governance emerge. This is a very interesting line
of enquiry since most analyses of neo-patrimonialism take patrimonial
heritage as a given that does not need to be explained. Mel'nikov’s analysis of
how their can be institutional inertia that reproduces traditional patrimonial
forms looks to be a better approach to explaining The ideas that Mel'nikov
seeks to adapt from new institutionalism also lead him to clarify the
relationship of neo-patrimonialism to phenomena such as nepotism and
clientelism.

Allin all T am impressed by the scope of this abstract, by Mr Mel'nikov’s
ambition and learning. I have read some other pieces of Mr Mel'nikov’s work
that are related to his doctoral project. They, like this abstract, are very good
pieces of work that make a contribution to the development of comparative
political studies and the study of Russian politics. I am also impressed by the
number of publications and papers that Mr Mel'nikov has developed out of his
thesis. I am sure that the thesis that is described in the abstract is worthy of
the award of a kandidat degree.

Professor of Comparative Politics and Head, Department of Politics and Public
Administration
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Ilepesoo ¢ ananuiickozo U UpRAHOCKO20 A3BIKO8 HA PYCCKUT S3bIK.

YHuBepcuret JIumepuka

JEMAPTAMEHT ITOJIMTUKU U TOCYJAPCTBEHHOI'O YIIPABJIEHUSA
23 deBpasnsa 2018 r.

OT3bIB Ha aBTOpedepar auccepranyuu Kupuina MeJbHUKOBa,
«HeonaTpumMoHHaMU3M: OCHOBHBIE IPOOJIEMBI KOHIIETITYAIU3ALIMH U
METOZOJIOTUYECKUH IT0TEeHIIMal HOBOY HHCTUTYLIHOHAIBHOMN TEOPHU »

9TOT O4EHDb MHTEPECHBIH aBTOpedepaT ONUCHIBAET 3HAUUTEIHHYIO YacTh
HCCIIeIOBaTeIbCKON pPaboThl. MeTbHUKOB OTMEUAET, YTO HEYAAUHLIE OIBITKH
IIepexoza K IeMOKpaTHH IIPUBEJIH K YBEJIMUEHHIO KOJIMYECTBA TEPMUHOB [JIA
KJIaccuPpUKaUU IOJTUTUYECKHX PEXKHUMOB, ITOSBUBIIMXCS B PE3YJIBTATE TAKUX
IIEPEXOZI0B. ITO CTAJIO Pa3BUTHeM deHOMeHa, KOTOphIi Kosbep u JIeBULKU
HA3BaJIM «IeMOKPATHA C IPHIaraTeJIbHBIMU », K 32 KOTOPBIM BCKOpE
rocJiefoBasia KiaccupuKanuya U aHaIU3 THOPUIHBIX HEAEMOKPATHUECKUX
PEeXUMOB. XOTA TEPMUHBI, pa3pabOTaHHbBIE IIOCT-TPAH3UTOJIOTHEH, MHOIIA
HMeJIH HEKOTOPYIO OIIHCATEILHYIO IIEHHOCTD, OHH He OBUIH 0060 MOIE3HEI C
aHAJIUTHYECKOM TOUKU 3peHus. MeJIbHUKOB BEPHO 3asBJIAET, UTO IPHYHUHOM
3TOTO CTaJIO TO, UTO B HUX HE IPUBOAWIOCH ITPEJ[CTABICHHI O IOJIUTHYECKOM
Pa3BUTHUHU. ITOT HEAOCTATOK ABJIAETCS OHOM M3 OCHOBHBIX IIPUYMH
BO300HOBJIEHHSA HHTEPECa K KOHIIENIIUY HEOIAaTPUMOHHUAIN3MA.
HeomaTpuMOHUa/IN3M, KOTOPBIN pasBUBAICA KaK KOHIEIIKA HAPSIAY ¢
HCCJIeZIOBAaHUAMM B 00JIaCTH Da3BUTHS, B IEPCIIEKTHUBE IpeZIaraeT O0/bIne
IIPOrHOCTUYECKHE BO3MOXKHOCTH, ITIOCKOJIBKY OH CBSI3aH KaK C
ZIEMOKPaTU4eCKUMHU HHCTUTYTaMH, IIePEeXXUBAIOIINMY HEYAAUHbBIN IIEPEXO/, TaK
U ¢ He(pOpMaIbHBIMH, IIEPCOHAINCTCKUMU IIOJINTHYECKUMH OTHOIIIEHUAMH,
COCTABJIAIOIMU OOJIBIIYIO YACTh «PEAIbHOTO» CJIOBA MIOJIUTHKH IIOCT-
[IEpeXOJHOr0 IIePHOZa M ONIPEZIeIAIONINMHU JOCTYII K IOJKHOCTAM, Pecypcam i
MIOJINTUYECKOMY BHLKHBaHUIO. _

OnHaxo NOBBIIIEHHBIM HHTEPEC K HEOITATPUMOHHAIN3MY BBI3BAJI
BO3HHKHOBEHUE MHOKECTBA CJIO>KHBIX aHAJIUTUYECKUX BOIIPOCOB. B uccepranum
MelbHHKOBa pacCMaTPHBAIOTCA HEKOTOPHIE U3 OCHOBHBIX AaHATUTUYECKHUX
pobJieM, CBA3AHHBIX C HCIIOJIH30BAHHEM KOHIIETIIMH HEOTTATPUMOHHAIN3MA.,
Ero noaxoz x 3THM BOIIpOCaM OCHOBAH Ha OUEHb YETKOM ITOHUMaHUH 001Iei
TEOPETHUYECKOH JINTEPaTYPhI O HEOIIATPUMOHHUAIU3ME, a TAKXKE JIUTEPATYPHI, B
KOTOPOH JaHHAA KOHIENINA IPUMEHAETCSA IIPU U3YUEHUH TOJIUTHUYECKUX CHCTEM
Adpuxku, JIaTuHCKOM AMepuKH, A3MH U IIOCTKOMMYHHUCTHYECKOT0 Mupa. OH
TaKKe [TI0Ka3bIBaeT OUeHb XOpolliee IOHUMaHue IpobJieM, CBA3aHHbIX C
dopMuUpoBaHMEM KOHIEIINH B HCCIENOBAHUAX CPABHUTEILHOM IT0/IXTOIOTHH,
MeJIbHUKOB YTBEPXKIAET, YTO HEKOTOPHIE IPOOJIEMBI, CBA3AHHBIE C
HEeOoIaTPUMOHHUAIU3MOM, MOTYT OBITh PEIIeHbI ¢ TOMOIIbI0 3HAHKMI O CYTH
HHCTUTYTOB U HHCTUTYIIMOHAJIBHOTO PA3BUTHA C IIO3ULIMI HCTOPHUYECKOTO
HEOHMHCTUTYLIHOHA/IN3MA F HEOUHCTUTYLIUOHAIM3MA PALIOHAIbHOTO BhIGOPA.
OTO TeOpeTUYECKH HOBO X MHTEPECHO.

MeIbHUKOB HaUWHAET ¢ OOIIEro IroAxoza 9p,u;MaHa U DHTeJIA K
HeONaTPUMOHHUAIN3MY U OIIPEAesIAeT €ro He KaK 0COOBIM THII PeXIMa, 8 KaK

. 0c00yI0 GOPMY IIOJIUTUIECKOTO TOCTIOZNCTRA. DTO OUeHb pa3yMHbm NOZXOM K

. 6a30BOMY OIIpeZIeIEHHIO HellaTPUMOHHAIN3MA, TI03BOJIAIOI M H36exaTh
QHIUTUYECKUX JIOBYIIIEK, B KOTOPKIE IOIajia JINTEPaTypa HOCT-TPAH3UTOJIOTHH
M3-34 CBOEU Upe3MePHON 3aBUCHMOCTH OT IIOCTPOEHMUsA KiaccuuKanuil u3
KOHCTHTyHHOHHO-HpaBOBbIX cTpyktyp. [logxozn, paspabaTbiBaeMBbIi
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HAEITIAPTAMEHT ITOJIMTUKHU Y TOCYZJAPCTBEHHOI'O YIIPABJIEHUA
MenbHUKOBBIM, IPUBOAUT €r0 K HOBOMY M HHTEDPECHOMY II€PE0CMBICTIEHUIO
OCHOBHOM THUIIOJIOTHI HEOIIATPMMOHHANIBHEIX crcTeM. OH pasimyaer
«XUIIHHYECKHE» U «PEryJIATUBHBIe» (POPMBI HeolaTpuMoHuatu3ma. Takas
THIIOJIOTH, KOTOpas, O4EBUIHO, HAMHOTO CJIOKHEE, UEM MOXKET OXBATUTD STOT
KpaTKHU# 0630D, 3aTparuBaeT MHOTHE TPAAUIMOHHbIE BO3PAXKEHUS IIPOTHB
HEONATPYMOHHAIN3Ma, B YACTHOCTH UZEI0 O TOM, YTO HEOIIATPUMOHHAIN3MA He
CYILIECTBYET, IIOCKOJIBKY BCE THITBI TOCYAaPCTBEHHOTO YCTPOMCTBA HeCyT B cebe
onpezeneHHy0 GOpMy NaTPUMOHHUAIBLHBIX OTHOIIEHUH. DTO HOBAS K OUEHD
HMHTEePeCHasI uies, U A ¢ HeTePIIeHHEM X[y BO3MOXKHOCTH IIPOYECTH TIOJIHOE
pasbACHEHHUE 3TOU HOBOH THITOJIOTHH.

OCHOBHEIM HOBIIIECTBOM JHCCEPTAIHH SBJIAETCS ABHOE HCITOJIb30BAHUE
HEOMHCTUTYLHHOHANBHBIX U/IeH B KAUeCTBE METOIOJIOTHYECKOr0 IIOAX0a K
H3YYEHHUIO HEOIaTPUMOHHAIN3MA. MeJIbHIKOB YTBEPKIAET, UTO UCIIO/IL30BaHMe
HOBBIX HHCTUTYLIIMOHAJILHBIX HAEH MOXKET IIOMOYb ODOTaTUTh HAllle [IOHUMAaHHE
HEeONIaTPHMOHHA/IN3MA, JIyulile OOBACHUB ero pasButre. OH YTBEPIKIAET, UTO
HCTOpMYECKHEe HHCTUTYLIMOHAIBHEIE HIEH O TPAEKTOPHH Pa3BUTHA MOTYT
TIOMOYb OOBACHUTD, KaK «IIaTPHMOHUATIEHOE HAC/IEAHUE» MOKET 3aK/IaAbIBaThCA
B MEHAIOIIHECH ITOJTUTHYECKHE CTPYKTYPHI JISI TOTO, YTOOBI IIOTIBITKH
pedopmIpoBaHs OBLIN COPBAHBI U IOABUINCH THOPUAHEIE GOPMBI IIPABICHHUA.
Bepcus sTa ouens mHTEpECHA, IOCKOJIBKY OOJIBIIMHCTBO HCC/IEI0BAHMM
HeONAaTPHMOHHAIN3MA IIPUHUMAIOT POAOBOE Hacyle/Ine KaK TO/DKHOE U He
Tpebytomee obbsacHeHuH. VccienoBanrne MeIbHUKOBA O TOM, KaK MOXKET

' CyIIECTBOBATh UHCTUTYLIMOHAJIBHASL HHEPIVA, BOCIIPOMSBOASAINIANA TPAAUIIHOHHBIE
IIaTPUMOHUANbHBIE HOPMBI, BBINVIALUT JIyIIIHM 00bsacHeHHEM. U ien, KOTOpBIE
MepHUKOB IIBITAETCA aJalTHPOBATh K HOBOMY HHCTHTYIIMOHAIU3MY 3aCTaBJIAIOT
€ro TaK)Ke IIPOSCHUTD CBA3H HEONIATPUMOHHAIN3MA C TAKUMH ABJIEHUAMH, KaK
HEIIOTU3M U KJIHEeHTEJIH3M.

B nesom mensa BreuaTIiu MaciTab HaCTOSIIIETO aBTOpedepaTa, a TAKKE
aMOuIuK 1 NO3HAHUA r-Ha MepHIKOBA. S Tak ke IPOYHTAI HECKOJIBKO IPYTHX
paboT r-Ha MeJIbHMKOBA, CBA3aHHBIX C €r0 JUCCEPTANMOHHBIM IPOEKTOM.
IIpounTaHHEIE MHOIO PAabOThL, TaK JKe, KaK U 3TOT aBTOpedepar, ABJIAIOTCA OYEHb
XOPOIIMMH ¥ BHOCST CBOH BKJIAJ B Pa3BUTHE UCCIEAOBAHME CPAaBHUTEILHOM
IIOJIUTOJIOTHMH, & TAKKEe B MICCIIEOBAHMS, ITIOCBAIIEHHbIE POCCUICKOM ITOJIUTHKE.
MeH# Taxoke BIIEYIAT/INIIO KOJIMYECTBO ITyO/IMKALMI M HAyUHBIX TPYZOB, KOTOPBIE
I-H MesbHUKOB BbIpaboTan us cBoei auccepranuu. Sl yBepeH, 4yTo AyicCepTanus,
onucaHHas B aBTopedepare, IOCTOMHA NPUCYKACHUA CTEIIeHN KaHAuAaTa HayK.

IIpodeccop CpaBHUTEIHHOM MOJUTOJIOTHY ¥ PYKOBOAHTEIb JlerapTaMeHTa IIOJTMTHKH U
TOCYZIlapCTBEHHOT'O yIIPaBJIEHUS '
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