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S U M M A R Y

M. Abduh 
“TREATISE ON THE ONENESS OF GOD”

The “Treatise on the Oneness of God” is a real landmark in 
religious thinking from the period when Arab-Muslim thinking 

was experiencing a revival on the cusp of the 20th century (the Nahda), 
under the guidance of the outstanding Islamic theologian, philosopher 
and public fi gure, Muhammad Abduh (1849–1905). This book is 
a wonderful example of the unifi cation of seemingly completely 
abstract ideas with real social problems. The author demonstrates 
consistently how general ideas about creation and the Absolute are 
imprinted in the soul of different people and entire cultures, and how 
they take on concrete form in the historical path that they follow.

The work of the Egyptian thinker is full of deep faith in the 
power of reason to step back from solving problems that it is not in 
a state to solve. At the root of the success of this sort of reason is 
the ability to preserve these problems in all their problematic nature 
and to dedicate oneself to what is within one’s power. According 
to Abduh, one of the main tasks of reason, in this regard, is to keep 
in mind the difference between the essence of things, which is con-
cealed, and the attributes of things, which are accessible to human 
thought and action. However, it is not enough just to abandon the 
question of essence, as by retaining it as a question that concerns 
man one can maintain a memory of one’s own boundaries, and thus 
of one’s own destiny.

In his book Abduh emphasizes that people are destined to unite 
round what can be argued about and thus to come to agreement. 
As for subjects that cannot be demonstrated rationally, one should 
not allow admissible disagreement and the justifi cation of many 
positions to turn into a deadlocked feud and meaningless schism, 
thus depriving human reason of the chance to pour its energies into 
something more worthwhile.

The book is suitable for students, graduates, teachers, scholars 
and specialists in the areas of the social sciences and humanities, as 
well as for a general readership.
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