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SUMMARY

J. al-Afghani’s
“REFUTATION OF THE MATERIALISTS”

I n our age, when atheism has ceased to be a universally oblig-
atory ideology imposed from above, everyone is confronted
once again by the question of the relationship between faith
and reason in all its acuteness. In this work, the defender of
comprehensive reform in Islam, Jamaluddin al-Afghani, starts
from the position that faith which has passed through reason
does not disappear but becomes purer and stronger. Such faith
is a source of deep transformations in society and true spiritual
guidance. Reason which has accepted the tenets of faith as an
ethical guide becomes sensitive to all false sanctities that would
claim to replace the absolute and unconditional essence in the
life of humanity. Liberation from these idols increases the trans-
formative power of reason. The aim of al-Afghani’s book was
to expose one of these, namely the idea of “nature”, as it had
been understood in various materialistic teachings.

On the way to achieving this goal, the Islamic thinker focus-
es mainly on the moral theories of the materialists and the social
consequences of their theories, but does not reject the idea of
nature as such, and moreover, does not argue against scientific
progress. The main target of his criticism is the sacralization of
nature and the numerous attempts to draw metaphysical conclu-
sions from natural scientific evidence. Some of his conclusions
might look dubious, ambiguous or unconvincing today, but the
main line of argument is still relevant.

The book is suitable for students, graduates, teachers,
scholars and specialists in the areas of the social sciences and
humanities, as well as for a general readership.
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