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S U M M A R Y

T. al-Haddad’s 
“ON THE SITUATION OF WOMEN 
IN THE SHARIA AND SOCIETY”

The theologian, legal scholar and publicist at-Tahir b. ‘Ali 
b. Balkasim al-Haddad was born in Tunis in 1899. In 1920 

at-Tahir, while working as a columnist for leading Tunisian 
publications, became one of the founders of the Free constitu-
tional party. In around 1923 he met M. A. al-Hami (died 1928), 
a prominent political fi gure and founder of the fi rst Tunisian 
trade union. Together with him and under the infl uence of 
his mentor, who had written the treatise “Tunisian workers 
and the birth of the trade union movement” (1927), the writer 
worked on educational programs for the Tunisian proletarian 
university which had been launched in 1925. As a supporter 
of left-wing views and a champion of women’s and worker’s 
rights, al-Haddad was not admitted to his graduation exams at 
the Higher school of law (1930) and spent the rest of his life 
in voluntary isolation. The thinker died on 7 December 1935 
at the age of thirty six.

In his book “On the situation of women in the Sharia and 
society” (1930), al-Haddad set out his view on the religious-le-
gal solution to the “women’s question”. In the opinion of this 
thinker, the spirit of Islam, which has gradually been revealed 
in diverse legal systems over different epochs and among dif-
ferent peoples, defi nitively liberates women from the shackles 
of local customs and male chauvinism. As the key to the rebirth 
of 20th century Muslim society, al-Haddad argues that women 
must reclaim the rights guaranteed them in the Qur’an and 
Sunna, and having attained genuine equality with men must 
take a full-fl edged role as builders of the new Eastern civili-
zation. This is the fi rst translation into Russian of an essay by 
the Tunisian social activist that provoked heated discussion 
among the Arabic-speaking intelligentsia in the 1930s and 
which went on to become one of the textbook manifestos of 
Muslim feminism.
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