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THE PERSPECTIVES OF MODERN APOPHATICISM. 

THE VIEW FROM THE SIDE OF THE ANALYTIC THEOLOGY 

This article is dedicated to a bit surprising but nevertheless quite an appropriate 

question — the perspectives of the apophatic method in contemporary analytic 

theology. According to the expert opinion, the analytic theology could be charac-

terized as mainly cataphatic tradition making a bet on logical and clear argumenta-

tion while the apophatic method is more popular in contemporary continental the-

ology. Meanwhile, reasons for standing the question about analytic apophaticism 

could be found in the very analytic philosophy. In order to prove this position ideas 
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of American analytic theologians David Bentley Hart and Simon Hewitt are con-

sidered. Based on the example of their works the conclusion is drawn that locus 

classicus of analytic apophaticism is the thesis about non-referentiality of the word 

―GШН‖. TСОЫО ТЬ ЧШ ЬШЦОЭСТЧР ОЬЩОМТКХХв ЧОа ТЧ ЭСТЬ МХКТЦ. TСО ЧШЯОХЭв ШП КЧКХвЭТМ 
apophaticism is what this thesis means in the light of contemporary analytic meta-

physics. In relation to the physicalistic stance, the non-ЫОПОЫОЧЭТКХТЭв ШП ЭСО ―GШН‖ 
ЭСОЬТЬ ЦОКЧЬ ШЧХв ЭСКЭ ―GШН‖ ТЧ ЭСО ЬЭЫТМЭ ЬОЧЬО НШОЬЧ’Э ОбТЬЭ — if it is accepted as 

an axiom that any existence is necessarily physical exiЬЭОЧМО. SЭТХХ, ТП ТЭ аКЬЧ’Э ЬШ, 
there will be no room for the act of faith. God reveals Himself to us not only in ab-

ЬЭЫКМЭ ФЧШаХОНРО ЛЮЭ, ЫКЭСОЫ, ТЧ ОбТЬЭОЧЭТК, ЭСО СЮЦКЧ ―НТЦОЧЬТШЧ‖ ШП ШЮЫ ОбТЬЭТЧР. 
This means that for believers the admitting the physical non-reality (and, thus, 

principal non-knowability) of God is the path for faith free from encroachment on 

an understanding of His nature. 

KEYWORDS: Alvin Plantinga, analytic theology, apophaticism, David Bentley 

Hart, Simone Hewitt, the existence of God problem. 
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