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ON LENGTH OF LIFE, 1.—i

liable to some other form of destruction beyond that
which overtakes it when the body is damaged. Since
this is evidently not the case, the association of the
soul with the body must be on a different principle.
ITI. It might reasonably be asked whether there
is any place in which the destructible will be inde-
structible, as fire is in the upper regions, where it has
no contrary. For attributes belonging to contraries
are destroyed accidentally by the destruction of the
contraries ; for contraries eliminate one another ;
but none of the contraries which exist in substances
is destroyed accidentally, because substance cannot
be predicated of any subject. It would therefore be
impossible for anything to be destroyed which has
no contrary, or where its contrary is not present. For
what would there be to destroy it, if things can only
be destroyed by their contraries, and if such a con-
trary does not exist, either at all, or at that particular
place ? Perhaps this statement is partly true and
partly untrue ; for everything which possesses matter
must have a contrary in some sense. Qualities such
as heat or straightness may be present anywhere,
but nothing can consist solely of heat, straightness,
or whiteness ; for in that case affections could exist
in isolation. If then, whenever the active and passive
are found together, the one always acts and the other
is acted upon, it is impossible that there should be no
change. This is so again if a waste product must be
formed, and a waste product is a contrary ; for all
change proceeds from a contrary, and the waste pro-
duct is what remains of the former state. But if an
object expels all that is actually contrary to it, in that
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Is inde-
structibility
impossible ?



