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ON LENGTH OF LIFE, 1.—.

wholes, but also between groups of individualsincluded
under one species. By differences in genus I mean
e.g. that between man and horse (for the genus man is
longer-lived than the genus horse), and by difference
within a species that between man and man ; for of
men too some are long-lived, and some short-lived, dif-
fering according to their different localities ; for races
living in hot countries live longer than those in cold
countries. Some even of those who live in the same
locality exhibit similar differences from one another.

II. We must of course grasp what it is among
natural objects that makes them easily destroyed or
the reverse. For fire, water,and the kindred elements,
not all having the same power, are reciprocal causes
of each other’s generation and destruction, so that
it is only natural that anything proceeding from or
consisting of these elements should share in their
nature, except for things formed by a combination
of numerous parts, such as a house. With regard to
all other things it is a different story ; for many
things, such as knowledge, health, and disease, have
their own peculiar forms of destruction. They can
be destroyed even when what contains them is not
destroyed, but continues to exist: for instance,
learning and recollection destroy ignorance, and for-
getfulness and error destroy knowledge. But in an
accidental sense the destruction of these other things
follows the destruction of natural objects, for when
living creatures are destroyed, the knowledge or
health that is in them is destroyed also.

From these facts one might come to some conclu-
sion about the soul, for if the soul is not by its own
nature contained in a body, but only in the way in
which knowledge is contained in the soul, it might be
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