This is not to claim that there are no reasonable constraints to impose on second-best
moralities: there are, but promoting them does not oblige us to suppose that our
proposals are not themselves constructions within our own artifactual world - and
that they must earn their way there. Secondly, every society that lives by a generally
accepted siftlich code is bound to have some conception —partially formed by the
appraisal of operatively comparable proposals among other societies (in addition to its
own) — to regarding “the greatest evils” to be shunned and “the least goods” to be
secured, consistent with the first constraint: these will be valid in second-best terms, if
any proposals are, almost without regard to how they vary from society to society.

We are bound to appraise them in terms of the viability of actual societies in accord
with material conditions, historical orientation, technological capacities, sheer
imagination and self-discipline: for instance, regarding the care of children, personal
security, adequate nourishment, medical provisions, education, and the like. And,
thirdly, provisions of the second sort (just mentioned) will require a reasoned grasp of
the social organization of responsibilities and services that answer to what we may call
our prudential needs, which are not moral values themselves but very general
motivational concerns that cannot be entirely absent from our siftlich life or from
whatever we envision as a candidate second-best morality. Our prudential needs do
not entail moral goods. But it is implausible, given our original premises, to suppose
that an objective second-best morality will not go some distance along the lines fen
joining the fulfillment (in some realistic measure) of selected prudential needs cast in
terms (say) of our second sort of constraint. But to concede this sort of defense is to
grasp its unsuspected resources without violating morality’s artifactual nature.

An objective morality, then, is a second-best morality that satisfies the constraints of
the constructivist sort just sampled or of others of a similar kind But it does so under
the shadow of being profoundly self-deceptive.

Asxosed Mapryanc'

OHpCIICJICHI/IC 3/IpaBOIT MOPAIU HE MOKET ObITb HEOCPEACTBEHHO (PUIOCOPCKIM, A
Ha 10UI0CO(CKOM YPOBHE OHO HE MOKET OBITH YEM-TO OOJIBIIAM, HEKETU U3JIOKE-
HUEM YECTHBIX PeAyOeskIeHNI. OTBETBL, KOTOPBIE OTHOCATCA K IIEPBOMY BHIY OIIpE/Ie-

1 o

Askosed 3aaman Mapryanc — Vuusepeurer Temmna, Ouaaseasdust, pasuKasbHbIN
MUCTOPUK, OIIyOAMKOBAA MHOTO KHUT, B KOTOPBIX KPUTUKYIOTCSI JEHTPAABHBIE ITOCHIAKIA
3arapAHOM Graocodum, u paspaboTas MOIIHYIO TEOPUIO PEASITUBMU3MA.
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JIEH!A, HE TIOAXOAT, €CJIM OHU HE COOTBETCTBYIOT 3HAYUTEBHON YaCTH YOCKICHUN
BTOPOTO BI/IA, U HUKAKAS CYIIECTBEHHAS COBOKYIIHOCTb OTBETOB BTOPOI'O BUJId HE MO-
JKET OBITh JOCTATOYHO COITIACOBAHHOM, MOCIENOBATENBHOM, CXOAMEHCA K EIMHOI
TOYKE, YTOOBI 0OOCHOBATD KAKUE-TTUO0 HOABEPIKIAEMO-OOBEKTUBHBIE TIPEATIONOKEHYA
TEPBOTO Bujia. OpeIeIeHe [MOPATH] HE MOXKET ObITh HU YeM MHBIM, KDOME YDABHOBE-
IUBAHNA, ¥ OHO HUKOIJ[A HE OCBOOOAMTCS TIOJHOCTBIO OT TIPEAB3ATHIX YOCKICHUIL. S
HA3bIBAIO JIIOOYIO MOIBITKY TAKOTO POfiA «BTOPBIM HAWTyUIIMM»> (second-best), T.€. myd-
MMM U3 TOI'O, YTO Mbl MOJKEM C/IEIATh, HO BCE PABHO HENPEOAOIUMO CHOPHBIM.

[TONBITKY BTOPOTO BUJIA 51 HA3BIBAIO Siftlich (HEM. — HPABBI), OAPA3YMEBAS IO ITUM
He 601ee YEM AHTPOIIONIOTMYECKH OPUEHTUPOBAHHYIO COBOKYITHOCTb BU/JUMBIX, JI€H-
CTBYIOIUX MOPAJIEN PA3INYHBIX OOIIECTB, BIOYAIOIIYIO UX CIIOPbI O HOPMATHUBHOM
CTATyCE MX COOCTBEHHBIX MOPAJIENL. fI He MOTy BOOOPA3UTh, UTO PAIUKAIBHBI CTO-
poHHYK Tam6aHa U TPAULMOHHBIN AMEPUKAHCKUI XPUCTUAHMH MOIVIU Obl IPUITH
K COIVIACHIO, XOTS U HE BIDKY IIPUUMH, T10 KOTOPBIM CETOHSA W B OJIIDKAIeM Oy/y-
I1EM EPETOBOPIIUKYU CO CTOPOHBI AMEPUKH U Ta/M6aHA HE MOIVIN OBl HAUTH 06IIEl
THIOYBBI U1 COBCEM HE MyCTAIHOTO modus vivendi, KOTOPBIH K&KIasd CTOPOHA MOITIA
6Bl 0O0CHOBATb B COOTBETCTBUM CO CBOUMU MOPAIBHBIMU HPE/ICTABICHUAMY, OJIHA-
KO, 6€3 TOr0, 4TOObI IPUHATH OJHU U T K€ MOPA/IbHBIE IPUHIAIIBI — IPOUITIOCTPH-
POBAHHBIE UX COOCTBEHHBIMU HAUMEHEE CIIOPHBIMU OOPA3LIAMIL

DTO MOKET NMOKA3ATHCA UBMHIIHE CJIOKHBIM HAYAIOM PAcCyxaeHusA. [103T0My 03BOJb-
T€ MHE OOBACHUTD. BOJIBINHCTBO KIACCHKOB MOPILHOM (PIIOCO(HH, XOTA HAZIO OT-
METHTB, YTO HE BCE, OMATAI0T, YTO MOPAIbHBIE HOPMBI 1 LIEHHOCTH MOKHO BBIBECTH 13
YEJI0BEYECKOI NPUPOJIbI WK U3 TIPABIJIBHOTO MCIIOMb30BAHMA HEKOM CIIOCOOHOCTH,
KOTOP2s KAKMM-TO 0OPa30M IOAWTCS JYIst 3TOH 341441 (TAKOBBL CKKEM, IVTATOHOBCKASA
(DYHKIMOHAIBHAS MOJIETIb YETIOBEKA B /Iasiore «O TOCYAAPCTBE> WIN KAHTOBCKOE TIPe/l-
CTABIEHHUE O CHOCOOHOCTH MPAKTUYECKOTO PA3yMd 3AKOHOAATENBCTBOBATh — JIABATH
IPABIIA, ONPEE/EIOMNE TIOBEAEHUE). S IIOMArao, 4TO B APryMEHTALIMK BCEX MOA00-
HBIX KOHIIEIIMI BCEITIA CYIECTBYET PA3PBIB, KOTOPBII HE MOKET ObITh HUYEM 3aTI0JI-
HEH — HY MHUMBIM 4yBCTBEHHBIM OIIBITOM, HI MHUMOI MHTYULAEN, H MHUMOY CIIO-
COBHOCTBIO TIO3HAHMA, HU MHHUMBIM BBIBOJIOM B obmactu HOPMATHUBHBIX HCHHOCTCﬁ.
Ero Hesb3s 3a10THUTD TAK, YTOOBI € TOMOIIBIO 3TUX CPE/ICTB [IOKA3ATh, UTO MPEANONA-
raeMble YCIOBYA TIOIMHHON MO/ ABJIAIOTCA UCTUHHBIMY WX JACHCTBUTENbHBIMHY. S
JLyMAIO, UTO CYIIECTBYET 3HAUUTEIBHAS PA3HALIA MEXTY TEOPHAMU 3TOTO THIIA U IPYIU-
MU TEOPHSIMH, KOTOPBIE TIOJI0OHBI KOHIEMIMNA APUCTOTESL, COAEPAAIEHCS 110 60/b-
1€l YacTy B «HUKOMAXOBOY STHKE», WM KOHLIEIIY KOMa, B KOTOPOIT OH C JIETKOCTBIO
BBIPAXKACT CBOIO TOTOBHOCTD IIOTYMHUTBCA TOMY, UTO CYUTACT BCCO6H1HM COBIIAICHUEM
IMBIIM30BAHHBIX MOPAIHBIX TlepekuBannii (civilized moral sensibilities).
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Sl He OTPHULIAIO, UTO B HEKOTOPBIX CIy4adx Apucrorens u FOMa MOKHO BIIOJIHE CIIpa-
BEJIMBO PACCMATPUBATDL B YIIOMAHYTOM OTHOIIEHUU KK COIO3HMKOB [L1aTOHA U
Kanra. Ho Bce e OHU Pa3IMUHbIMU CIIOCOOAMH TIPU3HAIOT, YTO IIPOCTO NPEATIOUH-
TAIOT HPABbI TEX OOIMIECTB, KOTOPBIMU OHM BOCXUIAIOTCA M K KOTOPBIM OHHU NIPH-
Ha/IexaT (APUCTOTEb, JKUBS cpeau auHsH, FOM, 4yBCTBYS ce6s Kak 1oMa B JIoH-
JoHe u [Tapuke). B mo60oM ciydae, 1 paccMaTpyBaIO 3TUKY HE KK HAYKY O HOPMa-
TUBHOM B KaKOM OBl TO HHM ObUIO CMBIC/IE. Tarke f MOJAraio, YTo CJIEAOBAHUE
00BIYAAM 1 YOSKICHUAM CaMO I10 CeO€ HE SABIIACTCA CBUIETENBCTBOM B IIOMB3Y TOTO,
YTO KOMY-TO YAJJIOCh OTKPHITH KAKUE-TO COAEP/KATENBHBIE MOPAIbHbIE UCTHHBL f1
YOCKIIEH, UTO U/ MOPATBHON HAYKH, ABJLAETCS OKCIOMOPOHOM U UTO TIPOCTOE CJle-
JIOBAHUE 32 KAKOU-IO0 MOPAJIBIO HPABOB (Sittlich morality) aneko OTCTOUT OT Tpe-
OOBAHMI TIOJVIMHHON MOPAIBHOU Hayku. KOHEUHO, Huuero nofo6Horo Her. Io-
CKOJIbKY KOHIETITYA/IbHBIN PA3PbIB HE MOXKET OBITh YCTPAHEH.

1 BOT f IOJTATaI0, YTO UMECTCA YOCAUTEbHAS, HO TIO OOJIBIIIEI 9aCTH UTHOPHpYe-
Mad MOCBUTKA, KOTOPAs COEIUHACT BCE, YTO S Y/KE CKA3aI O MEPCNEKTNBAX TIOOBIX
BUJIOB MOPAIbHOK HAYKH U, COOTBETCTBEHHO, OOBACHACT 3HAYCHNE PA3INYNH MCK-
Ay (prI0CO(CKON, WK HAYYHOM, MOPAJIBIO U MOPAILIO HPABOB (Sittlich morality).
HacKoMbKO CBU/IETE/ILCTBYIOT H3BECTHBIC (DAKTBI, MBI HE 3HAEM TAKUX OOIIECTB, KO-
TOPBIE HE 001/l OBl KOJAEKCOM MOBECHNUS, KOTOPBII IPU3HABAJICS Obl B KAUECT-
BE MOPAJIBHOTO, 110 KPAWHEI MEPE, B CMBICJIE MOPAJIM HPABOB (Siltlich sense), He Bax-
HO HACKOJIBKO YYK/IBIM MBI OBl €10 HE HAXOAWIH (CKAKEM, KAHHUOAIU3M Y UHKOB),
T.€. KOJICKCOM, KOTOPBIH B TEPMUHAX MEPBOTO MOPAKA OTBEYAET Ha BOIPOC, YTO
CYUTACTCS MPABILHBIM WM HENPABWILHBIM, 3aTPEIICHHBIM WIH 00A3aTEIbHBIM
CIOCOOOM NOBEICHHUSA B ONPEIEICHHOM OOIIECTBE. DTO MPOOIEMATUYHAS TOCBUIKA,
HO HEYCTPAHUMAs, HOCKOJIBKY OHA YCTAHABINBACT SMIIMPUYECKH OATBEPIKAEMOE
YCIIOBHE, KOTOPOE, He 00/1a/jasd KaKOU-HUOYAb COOCTBEHHON MOPAIBbHOHM CHIIOH,
TIOMTHOCTBIO MCKITIOYAET BO3MOKHOCTb KOT/A-THO0 OOHAPYAKUTD TIOIMHHYIO MO-
pasib 4emoBeYecTBa. BOT 3T0 NPOCTOE YCIOBUE: BO3HUKAION[As! HA TOCT-/{apBUHUCT-
CKOM, TAJIEOAHTPONIOIOTTYECKOH OCHOBE, YHUKAIbHAA B (DYHKIJUOHATBHOM CMBICTIE
CIOCOGHOCTD, KOTOPAS €CTh TOJBKO Y UEJIOBEKA U KOTOPYIO ICIAET BO3MOKHOI HC-
KIIOUUTENBHO OOPETEHNE UM NOJVIMHHOTO A3bIKA — M3HAYATbHAA CIOCOOHOCTD CTa-
BUTb MOPAJIbHBIE BOIIPOCHL, PEIIEKTUPOBATh B OTHOMEHUHA MOPAJIBHOTO BBIOODA,
JIENIaTh BBIOOP B MOJIb3Y TIOKOPHOTO MCHIONTHEHUS 00A3ATENBCTB,

Ecmy BKpaTLe U ONMUPAsACh HA YMECTHBIE B 3TOM CJIyYde JOBOJBL TO YEIOBEYECKOe A
WIN JINYHOCTH (KAK HEYTO OTINYHOE, XOTA U HEOTAEMNMOE OT NPEACTABUTENA BH/IA
Homo sapiens) ABIAETCA CI0KHOCOCTABHBIM, HCKYCCTBECHHBIM PE3Y/IBTATOM IIPEOOPA-
30BAHUA [IPEICTABUTEIECH OJHOIO U3 BUIOB IPUMATOB. HO €C/u 310 TaK, TO MOPaJib,
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KAK AI3BIK H HCKYCCTBO, TAKKE HCKYCCTBCHHO KOHCTUTYHPYCTCS B KUBOH HCTOPHH de-
JIOBEYECKUX OOILIECTB — 10 TUIly Hpasos (in the sittlich way). bonee Toro, nmerorca
M30bITOYHBIE CBUJICTELCTBA, TIOATBEP:KIAIONINE OECKparHEE pa3HOOOpa3Ue U Oec-
KOHEYHYI0 M3MEHYUBOCTb (DOPM MOpAIM HPABOB IEPBOIO INOpAAKA (Siflich
first-order moralities), CBOMCTBEHHBIX YEIOBEYECKON PACE.

51 paccMaTpUBAIO YENOBEUECKOE A KaK PA3JI0KUMO BOILIOMIEHHYIO, HHAUBU/IYATIBHO,
B KK/IOM OGHOJIOTMYECKOM CYIIECTBE, KOTOPOE MBI HA3BIBAEM YETOBEKOM, (DYHKITHO-
HAJIBHO BO3HUKAIOIIYIO CIOCOOHOCTD, KOTOPAsl B MHBIX CTYYasX CPE/IN XKUBBIX CY-
IIECTB HE MOABMAETCH, T.C. HE MOABIACTCA MHAUE, KaK IIOCPEACTBOM MHTEPHAIN3A-
ITMY BIAJICHNA TIOJTUHHBIM A3BIKOM 1 KYJIbTYPHBIX KOMITCTEHIIHIA, KOTOPBIC IETAI0T
€r0 BO3MOKHBIM. Borpoc o 3apoxaaromeMcst 4 CPEAY BBICIIUX HEUENTOBEUECKUX
MJIEKOIUTAIONUX OCTAETCS MHTPUTYIONIMM, HO HEPA3PEIIEHHBIM. Y MEHSA HET Ipe-
IyOCK/ICHUI TIPOTUB 3TOM WJIEH. BIIONHE Pa3yMHBIE BOIPOCH BO3HUKAIOT B OTHO-
IEHNK OfIAPEHHBIX OOHOOO U CJIOHOB, OJIHAKO, KAKUE Obl 334aTKK HE MIPUBJICKAIN
HAC B 3TOM CJIyYa€, OHU KAKYTCA CJIMIMKOM IPUMUTHBHBIME, YTOOBI PACCMATPUBATD
3TU CYIIECTBA B KAUECCTBE MOPAIBHBIX JICATEIEH B UX COOCTBEHHOM MUPE UM B Ha-
mmeM. XOT4, KOHEUHO, 1 MOTY ¥ OIMOAThCA. [103TOMY, KaK CIEAYeT U3 MATICOHTONOTH-
YECKUX CBUJIETENBCTB, T€ MOPAJIH, KOTOPBIE MOKXHO (PHIOCO(PCKN 0O0CHOBATH, HE
MOTYT ObITb HUYEM MHBIM, KAK CKOHCTPYMPOBAHHBIMU APTE(PAKTAMHU, CXOKUMU C
TEMU THOPUJHBIMU aPTE(PAKTAMU, KOTOPBIMU MBI CAMU ABIAEMCA. [ MBI cunTaem
Pa3YMHBIM KPOUTh ¥ I3MEHATh X C TCYCHUEM BPEMCHL

ORHAKO /U1 HAC OCTAETCA BCE €Ie HEPEMEHHBIM CIEAYIOMMUIT BOIIPOC: €CIIA UCTUH-
HOCTb GY/TO Gbl OOBEKTUBHON MOPAJIN HE MOKET OBITh JIOKA3dHA BCEMY YEIOBEUECTBY
WM KAKOH-TO €0 YaCTH, TO B KAKOM CMBICJIE MOKHO €€ OfJ0OPATH B KAYECTBE «BTOPO-
IO HAWIYJIIEro» (second-best morality)? Bbl IOHUMAETE, YTO CTOPOHHUKH TAKOIH MO-
pa XOTENH Obl IOKA3ATh, YTO OHA BHIMIPBIBAET B CPABHEHUH C TOH, KOTOPAd 1O
HPEATNONOKEHHIO ABIAETCA OOOCHOBAHHON B (PUIOCO(CKOM I HAYYHOM OTHOLIE-
HUY, T.€. «HAWIYYIIE> MOPAIBIO (HAIPUMED, B CPABHEHUM C YTWINTAPU3MOM WIH
ITUKON JOOPOETENH, KIHTOBCKOU PALMOHATBHON ABTOHOMUEN W JIOOBIM PENU-
TMO3HBIM KOJIEKCOM OBE/IEHNS], KOTOPBII PACCMATPHUBAETCS KAK PALIMOHAIBHO 000C-
HOBAHHBIV, WX OTKPBITHAMU MOPAILHON HHTYHIMK). HO KakuM obpasom?

51 MOTY IIPE/ICTABUTH CEOE TP CTPATErNHU «BTOPOTO HAWYUIIETO», KOTOPBIE TI03BOTISIOT
MOPJISIM ObITh PA3YMHBIMH, XOTs ObI B TOI MEPE, KAK BCE HHOE, 9TO BBIBIHYTO BO UM
TIPUBIJIETUPOBAHHOIO JIOCTYIIA, T.€. 6€3 IPETEH3HE Ha IPEOJIONEHNE YAKE YIOMSIHYTOTO
KOHIICITYaIbHOTO PA3PbIBA KAKUM-TIO0 HE3AKOHHBIM CIIOCOO0M. [Ipese BCero, e
TIPU3HATb TOCT-IAPBIHICTCKUN aPIYMEHT, TO HE CYMIECTBYET HUKAKMX MPUPOJHBIX
HOPM MOPATBHOTO THUIIA, KOTOPBIE MOKHO BbIIO Gbl IPAMO 0GOCHOBATH, OIIUPASICh Ha
JICTAJTV 9ETOBEUECKOH ITPUPOIbI (HA THOOOM 3 TIOCIE/I0BATEIBHO BOSHUKAIOIIX YPOB-
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HEW, I7e NOAB/IAIOTCA (PYHKLIMOHAIbHBIE ] — a fortiori, Ha yposHe 6ronornueckom). Ho
€CJIN 3TO TAK, TO CTATYC OYATO Obl MOPAIbHBIX TIPE/TICAHIT, KACAIOMUXCA TAKHX IPO-
e, KaK ab0OpT, TOMOCEKCYATBHOCTD, PA3BOJ, HCTIONB30BAHME HAPKOTUKOB, 3260TA O
JETAX U /L., HE MOKET OBITh BBIBE/IEH U3 YETIOBEYECKON TIPUPOJIBL

9TO HE TOKAECTBEHHO YTBEPKCHHUIO, YTO HE CYIIECTBYET KAKUX-TO PA3yMHBIX OIPa-
HUYEHNY, KACAIOMMXC A MOPATIEN BTOPOIO HAWIYIIIETO (Second-best moralities). Onu
€CTb, HO UX BBIIBIDKCHUE HE 003bIBACT HAC IPETIONATATH, YTO HOJOOHBIE IPEAIONKE-
HUA CAMU HE AB/IAIOTCA KOHCTPYKIMAMY BHYTPU HAIIETO COOCTBEHHOTO UCKYCCTBEH-
HOTO MUPA 1 YTO OHU IOJDKHBI 3ACIIY/KUTD CBOE MECTO TaM. BO-BTOPBIX, Kax10€ 001e-
CTBO, KOTOPOE JKUBET B COOTBETCTBUH € OOIIENPU3HAHHBIM KOZICKCOM HPABOB (Siftlich
code), TOIKHO UMETh COBMECTHIMYIO C IIEPBBIM OPAHNYEHHUEM KOHIIETIIIHIO TOTO, YTO
€CTb BEMYANIIEE 310, KOTOPOIO CJIEAYET U30EraTh, U 9TO €CTh HAUMEHBIIEE O/1aro,
KOTOPOE JIOJLKHO ObITh 06ectieyeHO. OHa (POPMUPYETCA YACTUIHO HA OCHOBE OLICH-
KV CPABHUMBIX B OTHOIIEHUH UX ACHACTBIA IPEUIOKCHNN, UMEIOMMX MECTO B APYIHUX
001ecTBaX (B IONOMHEHUE K CBOEMY COOCTBEHHOMY). ECIIH KAKME-TO NIPEJVIOKEHNS U
Oy/lyT OO0CHOBAHBI B KATETOPUAX BTOPOrO HAWIyYIIEro (second-best terms) nouru
6€3 yuera TOro, KAK OHM BAPBUPYIOTCA OT OOIIECTBA K OOMECTBY, TO UMEHHO JTH.

MBI BBIHY/IEHBI IIPU3HATH UX LIEHHOCTD, PACCYKAAS B KATETOPUAX XKUZHECIIOCO0-
HOCTH PEAIbHBIX OOIECTB HA (DOHE MATEPUAIBHBIX YCIOBHI, ICTOPUYECKUX OPH-
EHTALU, TEXHOJIOTUYECKUX BO3MOKHOCTEL, YUCTOTO BOOOPAKEHUA U CAMOAUCLIH-
IUIMHBL: HALIPUMEP, TOTO, YTO KACAETCA 3a00ThI O AETAX, TUIHOH GE30MACHOCTH, CO-
OTBETCTBYIOWIETO ITUTAHUA, MEAULIMHCKOIO ObeCedeHus, 00pa3oBanusd 1 T.IL U,
B-TPETHUX, OOECIIEYEHHE YCIOBUI BTOPOTO THIA (HAMHU YKe YIIOMAHYTBIX) OTPE-
6yeTr XOpOIIO NPOJYMAHHOI'O IOHUMAHUA COLIMAIbHON OPIrAaHU3ALIMN OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTH U YCJIYT, KOTOPAsd OTBEYAET TOMY, UTO MOKHO HA3BATh IIPYAEHIIMAIbHBIMU
noTPeOHOCTAMU. OHU HE ABJAIOTCA CAMH 110 Ce6€ MOPAIBHBIMU LIEHHOCTAMH, HO
IPEACTABIAIOT COOOM MPEAMETHI OYEHD ITTyOOKOH 03a60YEHHOCTH, KOTOPBIE HE MO-
I'yT OBITb IIOJTHOCTBIO UCK/IIOUEHBI U3 HAMUX HPABOB (Siftlich [ife) nmm Toro, uto Mbl
PACCMATPHUBAEM B KAYECTBE KAHAWAATA HA POJIb MOPAIN «BTOPOIO HAWIYUIIETO».
Hamu npyzeHImatpHble DOTPEOGHOCTH HE BIEKYT 32 COO0I MOpaIbHBIX Oar. Ho
OBUIO OBl HEBO3MOKHO, TIPUHAB HAIIU HCXOJHBIE TIOCBUIKH, TIPEATIONOKUTD, YTO
OOBEKTUBHAA MOPA/Ib «BTOPOTIO HAWMYYLIErO> (Second-best morality) ne npouaer
KAKOE-TO PACCTOAHHE B ITOM HANPABICHUH, OOECIEYMBAA BOIUIOMEHUE (B Ka-
KOM-TO PEATHCTUYECKOM 00BEME) U30PAHHBIX MPYACHIMAILHBIX TOTPEOHOCTEN],
OIPE/IEIAEMBIX, CKAKEM, B TEPMUHAX HAIIEI'O BTOPOT'O TUITA OrpaHnyeHuid. [Ipuny-
Mas 9TOT THI 0OOCHOBAHHYA, MBI HCIIOI3YEM €TI0 HE BBI3BIBAIONIIE MOJAO3PEHHUA Pe-
CYPCBI 6€3 TOTO, YTOOBI HAPYIIUTD APTEPAKTYATBHYIO IPUPOAY MOPATIH.
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WraK, OOBEKTUBHAS MOPAIb — 3TO MOPAIb BIOPOI'O HAWIYYIIEIO (Second-best
morality), KOTOpas yAOBJIETBOPAET OIPAHMYEHUAM KOHCTPYKTUBU3MA TOTO THIIA,
KOTOPBI TOJIBKO YTO ObUI MPEACTAB/ICH, WX UHOI'O, HO MOA00HOTO eMy. OIHAKO
OH4 JIE/IAET 3TO B TEHU IIyOOYaIero caMooOMaHa.

Ilepesoo ¢ ananuticrozo A. IIpoxogpvesa

Christopher Megone'

My understanding of what morality, or ethics (and I take these terms to be
interchangeable in what follows), is has been shaped by study of the Greeks. Thus
[ follow Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle in thinking that the nature of ethics can best be
clarified by setting out the central questions on which it focuses. In this spirit, I take it
that three key questions capture the main concerns of ethics.

At “Republic”, 352d Socrates says “Our question is what kind of life one should live,
not an unimportant question”. Perhaps the most basic concern of ethics is here —
“‘what kind of life should one live?”. This key question is expressed in slightly
different terms by Aristotle in the “Nicomachean Ethics” (NE) when in book I,
chapters one and two, he takes himself to have provided an argument establishing
the value of investigating the chief or ultimate human good. This becomes the
question of what eudaimonia (or happiness) is, since all agree that the ultimate
human good is eudaimonia, even though they then disagree as to what eudaimonia
consists in. In “Nicomachean Ethics”(NE 1, 9) Aristotle makes clear that eudaimonia,
or happiness, is a characteristic of a complete life. In other words although his
overarching ethical concern is set out in terms of an investigation of the ultimate
human good, or (true) happiness, he is following Socrates and Plato in focusing on
the kind of life, as a whole, that one should live. Hence ethics or morality is
concerned with the structure of life as a whole.

A second key Socratic ethical question is alluded to explicitly in Plato’s “Meno” when
Socrates claims not to know what virtue is. In other early Socratic dialogues the
importance for ethics of establishing the nature of virtue is equally clear. In “Laches”
the discussion is about what courage is, in “Euthyphro” what piety is, and in the first
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